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The Sovereign Nation of Shetland
Official Residence, Ocraquoy, Cunningsburgh, Shetland, Near but outwith UK.

Tel: 01950 477829,  Email: info@sovereignshetland,com,  website: sovereignshetland,com

27 February 2025
Our ref: 120TSNS250227

Your ref: FOI 368
FOI Officer
Crown Estate Scotland

By Email to: enquiries@crownestatescotland.gov.uk.readnotify.com

Dear FOI Officer,

Freedom Of Information request
The seabed around Shetland

Thank you for your response dated 20 February 2025.
We note that you state “There is a legal presumption that an area of seabed or foreshore is owned
by the Crown, unless there is evidence that it has been acquired by someone else.”

A legal presumption will be overturned by contrary evidence.

You will of course be aware that udal landowners in Shetland have allodial ownership of their
foreshore.

Section 1 of the Continental Shelf Act 1964 states:

“Exploration and exploitation of continental shelf.

(1) Any rights exercisable by the United Kingdom outside territorial waters with respect to the
sea bed and subsoil and their natural resources, except so far as they are exercisable in
relation to coal, are hereby vested in Her Majesty.”

Do you have information on legislation defining “Any rights exercisable by the United Kingdom”
before the Continental Shelf Act 1964?

Regards

The Sovereign Nation of Shetland

The Sovereign Nation of Shetland is an unincorporated association having no religious or political affiliations.






